From: The Chairman of Governors

Dear Parents

Independent Schools Inspectorate ~ Final Report (Standard Inspection) 

As you know, in March, Parkside underwent an Inspection carried out by the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI). 

The formal Report has been published and is now attached to this e-mail.

I would encourage you to take time to read the full Report as it covers all aspects of life at the school, from the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) through to the 6th Form.

The School Governors are delighted with the Inspectors’ findings which, as you will see, are a very positive endorsement of the Leadership, Teaching and Management of the school.

It is clear too, that Inspectors were very impressed by the boys social development and confidence and their ability to apply knowledge and skills creatively and critically. This is, after all, the outcome that all of us involved in the school are seeking to deliver.

The Report also refers to how strongly supportive the parents are and I would like to thank you very much for the feedback you provided in the Parental Survey during the first part of the Inspection process, as well as when the Inspectors were in the school.

The role of an Inspection is to measure the school against a stringent set of rules, requirements and regulations to identify areas where improvements can be made. Currently we have to comply with over 130 Statutory Regulations! The Inspectors were very thorough in looking at the school’s numerous Policies and Documentation for compliance, as well as all aspects of school life. 

You will see that the Report contains very few recommendations and, those that there are, will be acted upon speedily.

Preparation for an Inspection creates a huge additional burden on already busy staff, both Teaching and Support Staff. I want to take this opportunity to thank the headmaster and his team for the excellent preparation process and the positive and enthusiastic way in which everyone interacted with the Inspectors during their time at Parkside.

Parkside is truly a remarkable School with very clear aims and objectives. The School has a quite unique culture with a very happy and healthy atmosphere. This Report from ISI does, I believe, reflect all those qualities and the professionalism and dedication of the Headmaster and his staff.

If you have any queries please feel free to contact myself, the headmaster or any of the School Governors. 

Yours sincerely

Graham West                                                                                                    May 2010

